
Corporate Cage-Free Ask for Sows

Compassion is committed to the elimination 
of all cages for sows and is asking for:

The complete phase out of sow stalls1 by 20272

Key considerations for successful group housing of dry sows:

Sow stall Farrowing crate

Sow stalls are banned after the 
first 4 weeks of gestation and 
farrowing crates are allowed.
Sows spend ~47% of their 

productive life in stalls 
and crates.

Sow stalls are banned but 
farrowing crates are allowed. 
Sows spend ~23% of their 
productive life in crates. 

Where there is no 
minimum legislation, sows 
may spend their entire 
productive life confined 

in stalls and crates.

The complete phase out of farrowing crates by 20272

Manage aggression: 
stable groups & good 

mixing practices

Fulfil foraging and 
exploratory needs: 
provision of dietary 

fibre and manipulable 
materials.

Reduce stress and 
maintain reproductive 

performance: 
group sows at time of 
weaning & train staff

Comfortable flooring: 
solid floors & bedding

Sufficient space 
allowance: 
≥ 3m2/ sow

The sow production cycle lasts for around 150 days. 

Replaced by group housing of sows throughout the dry period from weaning 
to one week prior to farrowing.

Replaced with future-proofed, well designed, spacious free farrowing pens which do not 
allow for the temporary crating of sows.

1Sow stalls are banned in the UK (1999), but the UK imports pork products from the EU.
2This deadline applies only to EU & UK based operations

Key pen features and considerations for successful free farrowing:

Additional 
considerations:

Anti-crushing 
features at 

nest site

Worker safety: 
safe access to and 
easy observation of 

sow and piglets

Attractive 
& safe 

creep area

Nesting site design: 
solid floor, 3 solid 
walls, option to 

enclose, easy access 
to teats

Dunging area: 
slatted floors and 
barred walls for 
sow-neighbour 

interactions

Total pen size 
≥ 7.8m2

Sow space allowance 
≥ 6.6m2

Creep area 
≥ 1-1.2m2

Bedding & 
nesting 

substrate

2This deadline applies only to EU & UK based operations
Pen design based on PigSAFE; Baxter et al., 2011

Shift in breeding goals:
Maternal behaviour
Reduced litter sizes

Sow and staff training


